SYLLABUS: Summer School on Economics of Migration 2023

Thursday, September 12, 2023: “Policies and integration of immigrants”
Catalina Amuedo-Dorantes

The aim of these two classes will be to discuss how recent immigration policies have impacted the
integration of immigrants in the United States through a host of channels, including their residential
and employment choices, family and household outcomes, naturalization and civic engagement,
detention, and police trust. We will pay closer attention to a couple of policies, discussing the
institutional framework surrounding their enactment, some of their implications, and broad
methodological challenges in assessing their impacts. To conclude, after focusing on policies with
effects concentrated in the interior of the United States, we will discuss recent border challenges and
policy responses, analyzing more closely the impact of a couple of policies on border flows.

Structure:

1. Introduction: Summary of Immigration Policy in the United States from 1960s onwards
2. Close Door Policies and Immigrant Integration
* The Case of Interior Immigration Enforcement
* Institutional Background
* Methodological Challenges
* Diverse Impacts
3. Open Door Policies and Immigrant Integration
* Focus on Sanctuary Cities
* Institutional Background
* Methodological Challenges
* Some Impacts
4. Recent Border Challenges, Policy Responses, and Implications

Suggested Readings

Catalina Amuedo-Dorantes, Esther Arenas-Arroyo, and Almudena Sevilla. 2018. “Immigration
enforcement and economic resources of children with likely unauthorized parents,” Journal of Public
Economics, 158: 63-78. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpubeco.2017.12.004.

Catalina Amuedo-Dorantes and Esther Arenas-Arroyo. 2019. “Immigration Enforcement and
Children's Living Arrangements,” Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, 38: 11-40.
https://doi.org/10.1002/pam.22106

Catalina Amuedo-Dorantes and Mary Lopez. 2021. “Recent changes in immigration policy and U.S.
naturalization = patterns,”  Review of Economics of the  Household, 19:  843-872.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11150-020-09510-1

Catalina Amuedo-Dorantes and Esther Arenas-Arroyo. 2022. “Police trust and domestic violence
among immigrants: evidence from VAWA self-petitions,” Journal of Economic Geography, 22(2): 395-
422. https://doi.org/10.1093/jeg/Ibab007



https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpubeco.2017.12.004
https://doi.org/10.1002/pam.22106
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11150-020-09510-1
https://doi.org/10.1093/jeg/lbab007

Catalina Amuedo-Dorantes and Jose Bucheli. 2023. “Immigration Policy and Hispanic
Representation in National Elections,” Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, 42(3): 815-844.
https://doi.org/10.1002/pam.22444.

Catalina Amuedo-Dorantes and Jose Bucheli. 2023. “Implications of Restrictive Asylum Policies:
Evidence from Metering along the U.S.-Mexico Border,” Journal of Population Economics,36(3): 1941-
1962. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00148-023-00949-x

Catalina Amuedo-Dorantes and Jose Bucheli. 2023. “Family Separation and Reunification under
President Trump's Zero Tolerance Policy,” International Migration Review.
https://doi.org/10.1177/01979183231162619

Catalina Amuedo-Dorantes and Monica Deza. 2022. “Can Sanctuary Policies Reduce Domestic
Violence?” American Law and Economics Review, 24(1): 116-170. https://doi.org/10.1093/aler/ahab014

Ashley N. Muchow and Catalina Amuedo-Dorantes. 2020. “Immigration enforcement awareness and
community engagement with police: Evidence from domestic violence calls in Los Angeles,” Journal
of Urban Economics, 117. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jue.2020.103253.



https://doi.org/10.1002/pam.22444
https://doi.org/10.1093/aler/ahab014
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jue.2020.103253

